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BS EN 61010-1:2001 – Changes you need to be aware of and how they affect you 

 

What has changed? 

The 2001 version of BS EN 61010-1:2001 (Safety requirements for electrical equipment for measurement, control, 
and laboratory use. General requirements) has been withdrawn and, as of October 2013, it has been superseded 
by the new edition of the standard, BS EN 61010-1:2010 (Safety requirements for electrical equipment for 
measurement, control, and laboratory use. General requirements). 

 

What are the key technical changes? 

This standard has some significant changes to its predecessor including: 

 It applies to the equipment and their accessories wherever they are used, not just for professional use as 

previously 

 Test and measurement circuits will have to comply with part 1 and part 2 of  IEC 61010-2-30 standard 

 Clause 6.7 (creepage and clearance distances) has been significantly re-worded, most importantly the 

introduction of distance through insulation which had previously been excluded in the older version of EN 
61010-1 

 The new version also introduces a risk assessment process for moving parts including minimum gaps 

requirements to body parts 

 A completely new clause covering risk assessment for hazards not fully covered by the standard has been 

introduced 

 Clause 6.7 has been re-written and Annex K, which deals with clearances, creepages, solid and thin film 

insulation and molded and potted parts 

 It contains more detailed mechanical requirements 

 Temperature requirements have been modified due to EN563 

 X-ray requirements have been modified to include intended and non-intended emissions 

 There are added requirements for foreseeable misuse and ergonomics 

 There is a new informative section on pollution degree and microenvironments 

 New requirements for conformal coatings on PCBs 

 It contains a new informative section explaining how to determine the working voltage of a mains circuit 

 

When do the changes come into effect (do products need to comply with the new version from a specific date? Is 

there a deadline for compliance?) 

As of the 1st October 2013, the earlier version of the standard will no longer give manufacturers a “presumption of 

conformity” with the Low Voltage Directive 2006/95/EC.  Manufacturers need to either use the later version of the 
standard or conduct their own risk assessment to ensure continued compliance with the legal requirements for 

supply of electrical equipment. 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

Will this affect me? 

All manufacturers, importers and suppliers of electrical test and measurements equipment, laboratory control 

equipment and industrial process-control equipment may be affected. 

 

What do I need to do?  

If you are affected, you should review the new standard and determine what impact the changes have on your 

particular product(s) to ensure continued compliance.  Any design changes that are needed to comply with the 

requirements of the new standard should then be planned and implemented within a reasonable time to show due 
diligence in matters of safety. 

 

How much will this cost? And is there a special offer? 

BSI is offering an “upgrade” path to the new standard, regardless of which accredited lab did the original test work 

to demonstrate compliance with the earlier edition of the standard. Price depends on the complexity and range of 
products. 

 
For new products, BSI offers a gap analysis against the latest edition of the standard for a fixed fee of £2,250 per 

product.* 

 

How long will this take to upgrade? 

Typically the “upgrade” to the new standard would take 2-3 weeks in our UKAS-accredited laboratories at 
Loughborough, UK, or at one of our selected international partner laboratories around the world. 

 

What benefits can I get by upgrading with BSI? 
Having independent evidence of ongoing compliance with the latest industry view of safety for this type of product 

provides real assurance to your customers and the market in general.  As well as being a UKAS-accredited testing 
body, BSI can provide its Kitemark brand as a visible mark of assurance or, via the International “CB Scheme” we 

can offer certification that is accepted globally for those looking to export their products. 

 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*2014 price - may vary without notice. 


