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This document with Frequently Asked Questions and Answers has been developed to clarify the framework in 
European Union and validity of accreditations hold by BSI, in European Union (as Accredia, Cofrac, DAkkS, 
RVA) and outside (as UKAS and ANAB). 
 
 
1. Do BSI held acceptable accreditations in case European Legislation requires the accreditation 
to be issued by a national accreditation body of an EU Member State? 
Yes. In all European Countries BSI is able to deliver certification services under accepted accreditation, by 
accreditation body as Accredia, RVA or DAkkS. 
Accreditation by Accredia, RVA or DAkkS are in accordance with Regulation (EC) No. 765/2008 and accepted 
by the European Commission. 
Accreditation certificates contain updated information of accredited standards (as ISO 9001, 14001, ...) and 
entities that can offer and deliver services. 
 
2. Is UKAS accreditation valid for non-regulatory purposes? 
Yes. Outside of relevant EU regulatory requirements UKAS accreditation is still recognised and accreditation 
certificates continue to be valid. 
Note 1: The European Commission has circulated statements regarding the future validity and recognition of 
UKAS accreditation within the EU which have led to confusion. The oft-used text states: 
The UK Accreditation Service will cease to be a national accreditation body within the meaning and for the 
purposes of Regulation No 765/2008 as from the end of the transition period. As a consequence, its 
accreditation certificates will no longer be considered as ‘accreditation’ within the meaning of Regulation No 
765/2008 and no longer valid or recognised in the EU pursuant to that Regulation as of the end of the transition 
period. 
The key to understanding this statement is the phrase ‘within the meaning of Regulation No 765/2008’ which 
means that this only relates to EU Regulations and EU schemes (e.g. EU Directives/CE Marking, EU Emissions 
Trading Scheme (EUETS), Eco-Management and Audit Scheme (EMAS), etc.) but does not include the 
voluntary area or any Regulatory requirements outside of the EU. 
Therefore, in line with the EA and ILAC/IAF MLAs/MRAs the services, reports and certificates of UKAS 
accredited bodies, with the exception of EU Regulation and EU schemes, should continue to be recognised 
across the EU, EFTA and the rest of the world. 
 
3. Is UKAS accreditation valid for regulatory purposes? 
No. The UK Accreditation Service ceased to be a national accreditation body within the meaning and for the 
purposes of Regulation No 765/2008 as from the end of the transition period. As a consequence, its 
accreditation certificates are no longer considered as ‘accreditation’ within the meaning of 
Regulation No 765/2008 and no longer valid or recognised in the EU pursuant to that Regulation. 
See also note 1 at Question 2. 
 
4. Are UKAS accredited ISO management system certificates still valid after the UK has left the 
EU? 
UKAS’ membership of the EA, IAF, and ILAC continue and as such all UKAS accredited certificates, including 
all management system certificates, maintain their status under the Multi-Lateral Agreements so continue to 
be accepted. However, the exception to this will be for any certificate directly related to certain 
European Legislation that requires the accreditation to be issued by a national accreditation body 
of an EU Member State, for example, EU Dir. 2014/24 on public procurement or EU Dir. 2014/25 on 
procurement by entities operating in the water, energy, transport and postal services sectors. 
Note 1: Mutual recognition is a core function of the regional and international organisations, and each operates 
an effective and globally recognised MLA system, underpinned by peer evaluation against the requirements of 
the International Standard for the operation of accreditation bodies (ISO/IEC 17011). As a full signatory to 
these agreements, UKAS is able to provide its accredited bodies with global recognition, with UKAS accredited 
reports and certificates being accepted as technically equivalent to other signatories. The concept being – 
Accredited once, accepted everywhere. 
Note 2: Where European legislation requires accreditation to be delivered by a national accreditation body, in 
accordance with Regulation (EC) No. 765/2008, the European Commission no longer accepts UKAS 
accreditation.  However, UKAS accreditation for any other conformity assessment activities not linked to EU 
Regulation or to EU schemes, continue to be valid. 
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5. Does UKAS continue to be a member of EA, ILAC and IAF post Brexit? 
UKAS’ membership of ILAC and IAF is unaffected by Brexit.  
The current membership criteria for EA (European cooperation for Accreditation) requires accreditation bodies 
to be either an EU/EFTA member state or a candidate country (Full Membership). In December 2021, following 
agreement at its November General Assembly, the European co-operation for Accreditation (EA) published its 
revised Articles of Association and associated Rules of Procedure (EA-1/17). This is the culmination of months 
of discussions regarding the EA membership criteria, with revision allowing UKAS to retain its membership 
status. This status was previously at risk following the UK’s exit from the EU and hence UKAS no longer 
meeting the EA membership criteria that required members to be either from an EU or EFTA Member State or 
a candidate country. A full review of the criteria was undertaken by EA, with greater emphasis being placed 
on the geographic region, consistent with the Council of Europe. 

Based on the new criteria, UKAS’s ongoing membership has now been formally confirmed. 

Articles of Association - European Accreditation (european-accreditation.org) 
EA-1/17 A - European Accreditation (european-accreditation.org) 
 
Note 2: Mutual Recognition of UKAS Accredited Activities: UKAS is currently a signatory of international (ILAC 
– International Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation and IAF – International Accreditation Forum) mutual 
recognition agreements (MLAs/MRAs). Exit from the EU will not affect our signatory status to the international 
agreements. Therefore, UKAS accreditation, together with the reports and certificates of its accredited 
customers, will continue to benefit from international recognition (with the exception of EU-Regulatory 
activities). 
 
6. All certificates of a client (or some of them) need to be reissued under a EU accreditation? 
Visits can still be delivered integrated with other ones not under EU accredited standards?   
 
This is needed when European legislation requires accreditation to be delivered by a national accreditation 
body, in accordance with Regulation (EC) No. 765/2008: in this case BSI can transfer certificates issued by 
BSI UK under UKAS accreditation to another BSI entity under a EU Accreditation Body. 
The same client can have different certificates under different accreditations, e.g. UKAS for ISO 22301 and 
Accredia for ISO 9001, but quotes need to report the accredited entity for each standard. 
Visits valid for different accreditation could be delivered at the same time by the same team, without changes 
in days assigned / SMOs, but certificate review need to be done by people contracted by the accredited entity 
(i.e. a UK reviewer cannot do a certificate review under Accredia, not being UK listed as critical location in the 
Accredia certificate).  
 
7. In case a certificate is under an accreditation different by UKAS (as Accredia), is this impacting 
on certification requirements and audit criteria? 
In some Countries Accreditation Bodies issue Technical Regulation that are mandatory for activities under 
relevant accreditation. 
Example: Accredia has issued RT05 for QMS certification in construction sector and RT09 for environmental 
system certification. Rules described in these documents are applicable for all sites in Italy irrespectively of 
the organization Central Function and the contracting BSI entity. 
 
For any other question you can refer to 
 
Gian Luca Conti 
Regional Technical & Compliance Director – 
Continental Europe 
M: +39 345 6605637 
E: gianluca.conti@bsigroup.com 

Maria Teresa Schiraldi  
Technical & Compliance Manager – Italy 
M: +39 3385023149 
E: maria.schiraldi@bsigroup.com 
 

 

https://european-accreditation.org/publications/articles-of-association/
https://european-accreditation.org/publications/ea-1-17-a/
mailto:gianluca.conti@bsigroup.com
mailto:maria.schiraldi@bsigroup.com

