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Where did the 
BSI Kitemark™ originate? 

In 1903 the need to demonstrate 
that products were ‘up to standard’ 
sparked interest with Sir John 
Wolfe-Barry, the instigator of the first 
BSI committee and the designer of 
London’s Tower Bridge. He sketched 
the letters B, S and V representing 
that a product is verified to a British 
Standard. The drawing created the 
British Standard Mark that was first 
used on tramway rails. 

The British Standard Mark is now known as the
BSI Kitemark™ - one of the most recognized symbols of 
quality, trust and safety in the world.
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