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Standards and Standardisation 



Why do we need standards? 



History of BS 7671 



 

 

The history of BS 7671 
 

The Wiring Regulations were first issued in 1882 by the 

Society of Telegraph Engineers and of Electricians, 

consisting of four pages and 21 Regulations: 



The First Edition of The Regulations had requirements for: 

Isolation – Regulation 7: 

Mechanical protection and labelling – Regulation 17: 

Periodic Inspection and Testing: 



BS 7671:2018 - planned 

Planned publication date 1st July 

2018 

 

Intention that installations from: 

  

1st January 2019 shall comply with 

BS 7671:2018 



Standards and Industry  

– case studies 



Updates, revisions and new editions 

Updates to BS 7671 occur ≥ 3.5 years: 

 

- To align with CENELEC HDs 

 

 

 

 

- To take account of changes to IEC standards 

 

 

 

 

- When evidence demonstrates that a change is necessary 

 

http://www.iec.ch/index.htm


Consumer unit fires 



Consumer unit fires 



Consumer unit fires 

 London data only Incidents 

2005/06 27 

2006/07 28 

2007/08 33 

2008/09 21 

2009/10 54 

2010/11 73 

2011/12 71 

2012/13 220 

2013/14 253 

Information from London Fire Brigade 



BS 7671:2008+A3:2015 



BS 7671:2008+A3:2015 



BS 7671:2008+A3:2015 



BS 7671:2008+A3:2015 



BS 7671:2008+A3:2015 



BS 7671:2008+A3:2015 



BS 7671:2008+A3:2015 



BS 7671:2008+A3:2015 



BS 7671:2008+A3:2015 

421.1.201 Within domestic (household) premises, consumer units 

and similar switchgear assemblies shall comply with BS EN 61439-3 

and shall: 

  

(i) have their enclosure manufactured from non-combustible 

material, or  

 

(ii) be enclosed in a cabinet or enclosure constructed of non-

combustible material and complying with Regulation 132.12 

 

 

Implementation date of 1st January 2016 



521.11 Wiring systems in escape routes  

 

521.11. 201 Wiring systems in escape routes shall be supported such 

that they will not be liable to premature collapse in the event of fire..  

 

BS 7671:2008+A3:2015 



BS 7671:2008+A3:2015 



BS 7671:2008+A3:2015 



BS 7671:2008+A3:2015 



BS 7671:2008+A3:2015 

527.2 Sealing of wiring system 

penetrations 



Arc fault detection devices 

The future? 



• LVDC in all buildings 

 

The future? 



• EV charging/generation 

 

 

The future? 



• Energy storage (Tesla wall) 

 

 

The future? 



Thank you for listening 

 

 

Any  

questions? 

 


